SYLLABUS
Problem Solving in the Public Interest 

Second-Year Seminar
Epstein  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Program in Public Interest Law and Policy

Law 541
Fall 2009
	August 20
	1. Introduction to Course: Perspectives on Public Interest Lawyering
Reading

Joel F. handler et al., Lawyers and the Pursuit of Legal Rights 17-39 (1978)
David Binder et al., Lawyers as Counselors: A Client-Centered Approach 4-11 (2d ed. 2004)
Gerald P. López, Rebellious Lawyering: One Chicano’s Vision of Progressive Law Practice 70-82 (1992) 

Orly Lobel, The Paradox of Extralegal Activism: Critical Legal Consciousness and Transformative Politics, 120 Harv. L. Rev. 937 (2007) [Excerpts]
Michael McCann, Law and Social Movements, in The Blackwell Companion to Law and Society 506-519 (Austin Sarat ed. 2004)

	August 27
	2. Introduction to Case Study: The Movement for Same-Sex Marriage
Reading 

Martin Dupuis, Same-Sex Marriage, Legal Mobilization, & the Politics of Rights 33-69 (2002)

Katherine Franke, The Politics of Same-Sex Marriage Politics, 15 Columbia J. of Gender and L. 236 (2006)

Lambda Legal, Status of Same-Sex Relationships Nationwide
Human Rights Campaign, Map of Marriage Equality & Other Relationship Recognition Laws

Human Rights Campaign, Map of Statewide Marriage Prohibitions
Guest Speaker
Doug NeJaime, Assistant Professor of Law, Loyola Law School

	September 3
	3.   Lawyering in the Policy Domain: Legislative Advocacy in the Path from Domestic Partnership to Marriage Equality

Reading

Willard C. Richan, Lobbying for Social Change 155-81 (2006)
Grace Ganz Blumberg, Legal Recognition of Same-Sex Conjugal Relationships: The 2003 California Domestic Partner Rights and Responsibilities Act in Comparative Civil Rights and Family Law Perspective, 51 UCLA L. Rev. 1555, 1558-1567 (2004)

Nancy Vogel & Jordan Rau, Gov. Vetoes Same-Sex Marriage Bill, L.A. Times, Sept. 30, 2005, at B3
Guest Speaker

Geoff Kors, Executive Director, Equality California 

	September 11 [Note that there is no class on September 10]
	4.  Law and the Power to Change
Conference at UCLA School of Law

An Unfinished Project: Law and the Possibility of Justice—A Conference in Honor of Richard Abel

	September 17
	5.  Litigation I: The Making of a Litigation Campaign—Risks and   

     Rewards
Reading

Stuart Scheingold, The Politics of Rights: Lawyers, Public Policy, and Political Change 131-48 (1974)
Scott Barclay & Shauna Fisher, Cause Lawyers in the First Wave of Same Sex Marriage Litigation, in Cause Lawyers and Social Movements (Austin Sarat & Stuart Scheingold eds., 2006)
Guest Speaker

David Codell, Law Office of David C. Codell

	September 24
	6.  Litigation II: Litigating Against Same-Sex Marriage
Reading

Ann Southworth, Conservative Lawyers and the Contest over the Meaning of “Public. Interest Law”, 52 UCLA L. Rev. 1223 (2005)
Proposition 22 Legal Defense and Education Fund Supplement Brief Requested by June 20, 2007 Order

Guest Speaker

Glen Lavy, Senior Counsel, Alliance Defense Fund 

	October 1
	7.  Civil Disobedience: A License to Wed
Reading
Sylvia A. Law, Who Gets to Interpret the Constitution? The Case of Mayors and Marriage Equality, 3 Stan. J. Civ. Rts. & Civ. Liberties 1 (2007)
Nancy Polikoff, Am I My Client?: The Role Confusion of a Lawyer Activist, 31 Harv. C.R.-C.L. L. Rev. 443 (1996)

	 October 8
	8.  Litigation III: The Marriage Cases and the Emergence of   

     National Strategy
Reading

In re Marriage Cases, 43 Cal.4th 757 (2008)
Guest Speaker

Jennifer C. Pizer, Senior Counsel and Marriage Project Director, Lambda Legal

	October 15
	9.  Money, Media, and Community Education: The Campaign to Defeat Proposition 8 and Its Aftermath
Readings

Maura Dolan, Suit Seeks to Derail Marriage Measure, L.A. Times, July 2, 2008, at B3

Dan Morain, Same-Sex Marriage Foes Roll Out Their First TV Ads, L.A. Times, Sept. 30, 2008, at B4

Evelyn Larrubia, $1 Million from Teachers Union to Oppose Prop. 8, L.A. Times, Oct. 17, at B3

Jessica Garrison & Joanna Lin, Mormons’ Prop. 8 Aid is Protested, L.A. Times, Nov. 7, 2008, at B1

Melissa Murray, Marriage Rights and Parental Rights: Parents, the State, and Proposition 8, Stan. J. of Civil Rights & Civil Liberties (forthcoming)

Shauna Fisher, It Takes (At Least) Two to Tango: Fighting Words in the Conflict over Same-Sex Marriage 340-50 (forthcoming)

Equality California, Winning Back Marriage Equality in California: Analysis and Plan (2009)
Guest Speakers
Fred Karger, Founder, Californians Against Hate
Yardenna Aron, Maintenance Corporation Trust Fund

	October 22
	10.  Race, Organizing, and the Politics of Prop. 8

Cathleen Decker, A Racial Divide on Gay Marriage, L.A. Times, June 20, 2009, at A3

Cara Mia DiMassa & Jessica Garrison, Why Gays, Blacks Are Divided on Prop. 8, L.A. Times, Nov. 8, 2008, at A1

Patrick J. Egan & Kenneth Sherrill, California’s Proposition 8: What Happened, and What Does the Future Hold? 

Guest Speakers

Ron Buckmire, Associate Professor, Occidental College
Karin Wang, Vice-President of Programs, Asian Pacific American Legal Center

	October 29
	11. Research as an Advocacy Tool

Readings

Gary J. Gates and Christopher Ramos, Census Snapshot: California Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Population (October 2008)

Brad Sears & M.V. Lee Badgett, The Impact of Extending Marriage to Same-Sex Couples on the California Budget (May 2004)

Guest Speaker

R. Bradley Sears, Executive Director, The Williams Institute

	November 5
	12.  Losing in Court/Organizing to Win: Social Networking 

       and Fundraising
Readings

Tony Barboza et al., Protests a Key Test for Prop. 8 Foes, L.A. Times, Nov. 15, 2008, at B1
Jessica Garrison & Corina Knoll, Voicing Their Opposition, L.A. Times, Nov. 16, 2008, at B1

Maura Dolan, Activists Rally; Justices Hear Arguments, L.A. Times, March 6, 2009, at A1

Maura Dolan, Battles Brew as Gay Marriage Ban Is Upheld, L.A. Times, May 27, 2009, at A1

Guest Speaker

Suzy Jack, FAIR
John Gile, John Gile & Associates

	November 12
	13.  Who Speaks for the Cause?
Readings

Derrick A. Bell, Jr., Serving Two Masters: Integration Ideals and Client Interests in School Desegregation Litigation, 85 Yale L.J. 470, 488-90, 492-93, 512-16 (1976)

Carol J. Williams, Lawyers Challenge Prop. 8 in U.S. Court, L.A. Times, May 28, 2009, at A6
Paul Elias, Gay Marriage Lawyers Say No to Help from S.F., SFGate.com (Aug. 7, 2009)


“Letter from a Birmingham Jail” and Ted Olson and David Boies’ Fight for Equal Rights

Maura Dolan, Prop. 8 Foes Clash Over Federal Suit, L.A. Times, Aug. 9, 2009

Jo Becker, A Conservative’s Road to Same-Sex Marriage Advocacy, N.Y. Times, Aug. 18, 2009

Guest Speaker

Chris Stoll, Senior Pro Bono Attorney, National Center for Lesbian Rights

	November 19
	14.  Assessing the Role of Law in the Movement for Same-Sex 
       Marriage
Readings

Gerald N. Rosenberg, The Hollow Hope: Can Courts Bring About Social Change? 355-419 (2d ed. 2008)

Thomas Keck, Beyond Backlash, Assessing the Impact of Judicial Decisions on LGBT Rights, 43 L. & Soc’y Rev. 151 (2009)
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