 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Introduction to Public Interest Law

Spring 2011
Professor Susan L. DeJarnatt

Syllabus

"In theory there is no difference between theory and practice. In practice there is." 

Yogi Berra

Meeting time: 
Fridays 9:30-11:20, Room TBA

Office Hours: 

Tuesdays 5:00-6:00, Thursdays 11:00- noon and by appointment.  I have an open door policy–you should feel free to stop by.  If I am in and able to talk, we’ll talk.  If it is not a good time, we’ll make an appointment that works for both of us. 

Contact information: 
My office is room 623 in Klein.  My Temple phone number is 215-204-8736.  I am easy to reach by email at susan.dejarnatt@temple.edu
Blackboard: 

I will use Blackboard to post announcements and to communicate with you.  Please check it and your Temple email account on a daily basis.


Persons with disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations and academic adjustments.  Any law student who requires accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the Law School Office of Student Affairs (215-204-8574) located in Barrack Hall. 
Introduction to Public Interest Law is a three-credit research paper seminar.  It satisfies the research paper writing requirement.  The course is designed to explore major lawyering issues confronting public interest lawyers in a variety of practice areas.  The course is intended to integrate academic theory with study of actual practice experiences in public interest advocacy.  Students will discuss the assigned readings, interact with guest speakers, complete a research paper on an approved public interest topic, and present the paper to the class while it is still in draft.  


Attendance is mandatory.  Students are required to submit a proposed paper topic for approval by noon on Tuesday February 1.  The papers will be presented during the class meetings just after spring break.  The final seminar paper is due at the final class on April 22.  There is no final examination.


Grades will be calculated as follows: 15% for class participation, 25% for presentation of the research paper; and the remaining 60% for the paper itself.  

Required Texts:


Negotiating Justice, Corey Shdaimah.  This book will be available at the bookstore and some used copies should be available from last year’s class.

Praying for Sheetrock, Melissa Faye Greene.  This book is widely available used.  Try Amazon or Powells or ABE Books on-line services


The other assigned readings are available through LEXIS, Westlaw, or the internet or will be provided as handouts.  

Syllabus:
Class 1
January 14



Topic:
Introduction, what is public interest law

Readings: 
Corey Silberstein Shdaimah, Negotiating Justice, Chapters 1 and 2


Patricia M. Wald, Whose Public Interest Is It Anyway?: Advice for Altruistic Young Lawyers, 47 Maine L. Rev. 3 (1995)

Philip G. Schrag, Why Would Anyone Want to Be a Public Interest Lawyer?, available at http:/ssrn.com/abstract=1486246.
Review:
Peruse the following websites and think about how you define “public interest law:”


http://www.phillyvip.org/,

http://www.elc-pa.org/,

http://www.aidslawpa.org/

http://www.jlc.org/




http://www.clsphila.org/free_legal_services_in_Phila.htm

http://www.philalegal.org

http://www.ccr-ny.org/v2/home.asp 


http://www.ij.org/

http://www.pacificlegal.org/

http://www.splcenter.org/

Class 2
January 21
Topic: 
Paper topics, setting priorities, choosing clients

Readings:  
Paul R. Tremblay, Acting “A Very Moral Type of God”: Triage Among Poor Clients, 67 Fordham L. Rev. 2475 (1999)



Justine Dunlap, I Don’t Want to Play God–A Response to Professor Tremblay, 67 Fordham L. Rev. 2601 (1999) 



Shdaimah, chapter 3
Guest: 
Spencer Rand, Temple Legal Aid Office 
Class 3
January 28
Topic:

Client voice/relationships/empowerment

Readings:  
 Shdaimah, Chapters 4 and 6


Nancy Polikoff, Am I My Client? The Role Confusion of a Lawyer Activist, 31 Harv. C.R.-C.L. Rev. 443 (1996)



Cathy Lesser Mansfield, Deconstructing Reconstructive Poverty Law: Practice-Based Critique of the Storytelling Aspects of the Theoretics of Practice Movement, 61 Brook. L. Rev. 889 (1995)



Jennifer Gordon, The Lawyer is not the Protagonist: Community Campaigns, Law, and Social Change, 95 Cal. L. Rev. 2133 (2007).  Also available at http://ssrn.com/abstract=1070062.

Guest:



Helen Gym, Asian Americans United, Philadelphia Citizen of the Year 2009
Class 4
February 4

Lee’s article, rest of Negotiating for Justice??? Shdaimah, Chapter 5

 Discussion of lawyers, pro bono, the modern era

Class 5
February 11
Topic:

Public interest law from the right

Readings:
Ann Southworth, Conservative Lawyers and the Contest over the Meaning of “Public Interest Law,” 52 UCLA L. Rev. 1223 (2005)



David Luban, Taking Out the Adversary: The Assault on Progressive Public Interest Lawyers, 91 Cal. L. Rev. 209 (2003)



Website: 
http://www.hslda.org/
Class 6
February 18
Topic:

The Luzerne County disaster



Readings:
Please review the Amended Class Action Complaint available on the Juvenile Law Center’s website:  jlc.org/Luzerne/    There is also a wealth of other information about the case that you may find interesting available on the website.

Guest:

Marsha Levick, Juvenile Law Center

Class 7
February 25
Topic:

Transactional public interest law

Readings:
Scott L. Cummings and Ingrid V. Eagly, A Critical Reflection on Law and Organizing, 48 U.C.L.A. L. Rev. 443 (2001)

Guest:

Dina Schlossberg, High Schwartz LLP

Class 8
March 4
Topic:

International roles for the public interest lawyer
Readings:
Scott L. Cummings, The Internationalization of Public Interest Law, 57 Duke L. J. 891 (2008)



Beth Stephens, Corporate Liability: Enforcing Human Rights Through Domestic Litigation, 24 Hasting Int’l & Comp. L. Rev. 401 (2001)

SPRING BREAK–Read Praying for Sheetrock.  We will discuss it on April 15.  The students presenting the papers must post a draft on Blackboard by noon on the Monday preceding the presentation.  Every student in the class must read each draft before the presentation.

Class 9
March 18

Presentations 1-3  
Class extended to 12:30 pm

Class 10
March 25

Presentations 4-7
Class extended to 12:00 pm

Class 11
April 1

Presentations 8-11
Class extended to 12:30 pm

Class 12
April 8

Presentations 12-15
Class extended to 12:30 pm

Class 13
April 15


Topic:

Topic:

Public interest law within private practice

Readings:
Deborah S. Katz and Lynne Bernabei, Practicing Public Interest Law in a Private Public Interest Law Firm: The Ideal Setting to Challenge the Power, 96 W. Va. L. Rev. 293 (1993/1994)



Discuss Praying for Sheetrock
Class 14
April 22
PAPERS DUE

Topic:

Making a life in public interest law

Readings:
None 

Guests:
TBA–I will invite several relatively recent Temple graduates to talk about their work as public interest lawyers

Patrick, Mia, Nancy, Nikki, Rasheedah, Meg

