 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PUBLIC INTEREST LAW SEMINAR & CLINIC

COURSE SYLLABUS–SEMINAR PORTION


TUESDAYS: 3:00 – 4:40
Professor Russell Engler                                      Room 505                           Fall 2010
Readings & Assignments:


There are no textbooks for this course.  .  I will post most materials on TWEN (The West Education Network), for each class consisting of your assignment for the class and materials to be read.  For a number of the classes, you will be required to complete certain projects, described in the materials, in advance of class, in addition to completing the reading.


I have listed below the topics we will be covering each week.  The course requirements for the seminar and for the fieldwork (clinical work) are described in separate memos.   

WEEK   
TOPIC  

UNIT I - INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC INTEREST LAW 

8/24

Introduction/Orientation to Course

8/31

What Is Public Interest Law?
UNIT II - PUBLIC INTEREST LAW: THE LAWYER AND PRACTICE AREAS
9/7

Criminal Justice & Defense

9/14    

Family Law and Domestic Violence
  




9/21    

Housing Law, Homelessness and Benefits




UNIT III - PUBLIC INTEREST LAW: PRACTICE IN CONTEXT
9/28     
Gender/Race/Poverty & the Legal System    [Paper: Topic Selection Date]
10/5

Ethical Issues Arising from Public Interest Practice/Regulation of the Profession

10/12

No Class: Monday Schedule
10/19

Resources: 1) Pro Bono 2) Law Schools     [Paper: Detailed Description Due =





        outline, topic paragraph & preliminary source list]
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WEEK          
TOPIC          
                 


 
UNIT IV - PUBLIC INTEREST LAW: STUDENT-LED DISCUSSIONS
10/26

Topics TBA by selection by students from menu


                           [Examples of topics likely to appear on menu for this class and next


    Are: Legal Services Delivery Systems, Problem-Solving Courts, Civil Gideon,




Lawyering for Social Change, Collaborative Law, Access to Justice, etc.]
11/2

Topics TBA by selection by students from menu
11/9
  
1) Topic TBA by selection by students from menu [Paper: first Drafts Due]


2) Student Papers (Part I)*   
11/16

Student Papers (Part II)* 
11/23    
Student Papers (Part III)*
11/30

 Student Papers (Part IV)*
[Last Class]

12/8

[Paper: Final Date for Submission—to Clinic Office by 2:00 PM]




Earlier submissions encouraged
 

*We will dedicate the last 3, 3 ½ or 4 classes to student papers as needed to insure sufficient time for discussion of all papers
2
1

