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Course Description

Improving health for poor and vulnerable populations depends not only on access to medical care; it also depends on addressing the social determinants of health – how the societal conditions in which people live and work affects their health and well-being. One promising approach to addressing the social determinants of health is medical-legal partnership – partnering health care providers and lawyers to work together to help poor individuals and families improve their health by advocating for their rights and meeting their basic needs. By incorporating lawyers into health care settings, medical-legal partnership may offer an opportunity for lawyers to practice “preventive” law. Catching and addressing legal issues and barriers early may prevent the need for more expensive and intensive services later on.
Through such topics as poverty and public benefits, safe and affordable housing, family violence and child safety, the rights of people with disabilities, HIV/AIDS, and obesity and public health law, we will explore how lawyers can engage in creative problem-solving with doctors to promote justice for families and improve health. What is the relationship between health and social justice? What are the benefits of medical-legal partnership to address social and health inequities? What are the challenges and professional ethical concerns for lawyers and doctors practicing in an interdisciplinary setting? What values should legal and medical professionals draw on when advising their clients? 

Joint Sessions with Brown Medical School

Over the course of the semester, six class sessions will be held jointly with medical students taught by Dr. Patricia Flanagan at Brown Medical School. In the joint classes, law and medical students will learn about the connections between poverty, health and law, and practice collaborative medical-legal approaches to problem-solving through case simulations. Guest lecturers and facilitators, both legal and non-legal, will be used to explore the interdisciplinary nature of the topics. In addition, at the end of the semester, law and medical students will be trained together to provide guidance to low-income families facing utility shut-offs at a clinic to be held at Hasbro Children’s Hospital. 
Public Interest Externship Students
Students participating in a public interest externship at the Rhode Island Medical-Legal Partnership for Children, a medical/legal partnership at Hasbro Children’s Hospital, will be able to share their practical experience working in an interdisciplinary setting. 

Course Meeting Time
To accommodate the time needed for the joint classes with Brown Medical School, class will meet from 6-8pm for the joint classes. All other classes will be held from 6-7:25 pm. 

Course Readings

All course readings are available on the course TWEN site.

Office Hours

Wednesdays 12:00 – 1:30 pm or by appointment. Sign up on TWEN. 

Course Requirements

Class Participation (15%)
The goal of this course is to encourage students to think more broadly about their role as lawyers, how they might advocate for vulnerable clients, and ways to collaborate with medical and other health care professionals to improve health. The format of the class will be primarily discussion-based; therefore, thoughtful preparation and active participation is required. The joint sessions with Brown Medical School will involve interdisciplinary problem-solving with medical students. Students should prepare well for these sessions, since they will need to draw on the assigned readings when working through the problems. 
In addition, to encourage continued dialogue about the topics discussed in joint classes, law and medical students will be asked to write short reflections on the TWEN website. These reflections will be included in the participation grade. 
Absences from class must be excused in advance. A student missing more than two class sessions will not receive credit for the course.
Cases (60%)

Because this course is designed to teach problem-solving, in addition to the case simulations in joint classes with Brown Medical School, you will independently respond to problems presented in assigned cases. 
Two short cases (15% each) will be posted on TWEN. Responses should be no longer than 4 double-spaced pages:

1. Welfare Reform and Public Benefits: Due September 22nd by 5:00 pm to TWEN
2. Housing and Health: Due October 13th by 5:00 pm to TWEN
A final case (30%), designed to test students understanding of the connections between health and law and the problem-solving skills acquired during the course will be posted on TWEN two weeks before the end of the semester. Responses to the case should be no longer than 10 double-spaced pages. This case is due November 17th by 5:00 to TWEN.
Chapter Review (20%)

You will be the first students to read and provide feedback on a casebook that will be published in the spring of 2011 entitled, Poverty, Health and Law: Readings and Cases for Medical-Legal Partnership. You will be asked to review a chapter of the book and provide feedback to help the editors determine how effectively the authors have written the chapter for students. Further instruction will be given in class and on TWEN. The Chapter Review is due December 3rd by 5:00 PM to TWEN.

Syllabus
August 18: Access Barriers: Disparities in Health Care, Disparities in Law
King & Wheeler, MEDICAL MANAGEMENT OF VULNERABLE AND UNDERSERVED PATIENTS: PRINCIPLES, PRACTICE AND POPULATIONS (2007), Chapters 2-4. 

Deborah L. Rhode, Whatever Happened to Access to Justice? 42 LOY. L.A. L. REV. 869 (2009).

August 25: Health and Justice: What’s Law Got to Do with it?
King & Wheeler, MEDICAL MANAGEMENT OF VULNERABLE AND UNDERSERVED PATIENTS: PRINCIPLES, PRACTICE AND POPULATIONS (2007), Chapter 1. 

Burris, et al, Integrating Law and Social Epidemiology, 30 J. L., MED. & ETHICS 510 (2002).
September 1:  New Approaches: Doctors and Lawyers Working Together
Zuckerman, et al, Medical-Legal Partnerships: Transforming Health Care, 372 THE LANCET 1615 (Nov. 2008).
Morton, et al, Advancing the Integrated Practice of Preventive Law and Preventive Medicine in PREVENTIVE LAW AND PROBLEM-SOLVING: LAWYERING FOR THE FUTURE (2009). 
Pilnik, Practicing Preventive Law: A Day in the Life of a Medical-Legal Partnership Attorney, 27 CHILD L. PRACT 14 (2008).

September 8: Professional Responsibility: The Role of Doctors and Lawyers in Addressing the Social Determinants of Health

JOINT CLASS WITH BROWN MEDICAL SCHOOL AT RWU, ROOM 283
Film: 
PBS Documentary: Unnatural Causes: Is Inequality Making Us Sick?

Episode One: In Sickness and in Wealth
Backgrounders from the Unnatural Causes Health Equity Database (on TWEN)
Granfield & Mather, Pro Bono, the Public Good, and the Legal Profession in PRIVATE LAWYERS & THE PUBLIC INTEREST (2009), 1-12.
Kirch & Vernon, The Ethical Foundation of American Medicine: In Search of Social Justice, 301 JAMA 1482 (April 8, 2009).

American Medical Association, Declaration of Professional Responsibility Medicine’s Social Contract with Humanity (December 4, 2001).
September 15: Income and Economic Stability: Welfare Reform & Public Benefits
Murray, What Do We Want to Accomplish? in LOSING GROUND: AMERICAN SOCIAL POLICY 1950-1980 (1984), 196-204.

Handler, Constructing the Political Spectacle: The Interpretation of Entitlements, Legalization, and Obligations in Social Welfare History, 56 BROOK. L. REV. 899, 906-922 (1990).

Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (excerpts).

Pollack, An Introduction to Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Poverty Law for the New Lawyer, National Center on Poverty Law (2002).

Edelman & Ehrenreich, “Why Welfare Reform Fails its Recession Test,” The Washington Post, December 6, 2009.

September 22:  Poor Families: Navigating the System – A Poverty Simulation
JOINT CLASS WITH BROWN MEDICAL SCHOOL AT BROWN, ROOM TBA
PLEASE NOTE: THIS CLASS WILL RUN FROM 6:00 TO 9:00 PM.

Shipler, THE WORKING POOR: INVISIBLE IN AMERICA, Introduction and Chapter 8 (2004).

Center for Budget Policy and Priorities, Introduction to the Food Stamp Program (2009).

Rhode Island Poverty Institute, Standard of Need (2009) available at http://povertyinstitute.org/matriarch/documents/risn08_final.pdf (Link on TWEN)

Rhode Island Poverty Institute, The Guide to Government Assistance Programs (2009) available at: http://www.povertyinstitute.org/matriarch/documents/FULLGUIDEas%20of%206.24.10.pdf (Link on TWEN)
CASE #1: DUE BY 5:00 PM TO TWEN
September 29: Client/Patient Narratives: Listening and Interpreting
Gilkerson, Poverty Law Narratives: The Critical Practice and Theory of Receiving and Translating Client Stories, 43 HASTINGS L.J. 861, 894-911 (1992).

Bryant & Peters, Six Practices for Connecting with Clients Across Culture (183-208)

in Silver, THE EFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL: PRACTICING LAW AS A HEALING PROFESSION (2007). 

Charon, Narrative Medicine: A Model for Empathy, Reflection, Profession and Trust, 286 JAMA 1897 (October 17, 2001).

Fadiman, THE SPIRIT CATCHES YOU AND YOU FALL DOWN 20-31(1997). 

October 6: Professional Ethics: Issues for Lawyers in Interdisciplinary Practice

Rhode Island Rules of Professional Conduct (Rules 1.6, 1.7, 5.3 & 5.4). 
Boumil, et al, Multidisciplinary Representation Of Patients: The Potential For Ethical Issues And Professional Duty Conflicts in The Medical-Legal Partnership Model, 13 J. HEALTH CARE L. & POL'Y 107 (2010).
Tames, et al, The Lawyer Is In: Why Some Doctors Are Prescribing Legal Remedies for Their Patients, and How the Legal Profession Can Support Their Effort, 12 BOSTON UNIV. PUB. INT. L.J. 504 (2003), 510-527.

October 13: Children Living in Unsafe Housing: The Problem of Lead Poisoning

JOINT CLASS WITH BROWN MEDICAL SCHOOL, AT RWU, BAY VIEW ROOM
Warniment, et al, Lead Poisoning in Children, 81 AM. FAM. PHYS. 751 (March 15, 2010).
Cherayil, et al, Lawyers and Doctors Partner for Healthy Housing, J. POV. L &POL’Y (May-June 2005). 

Tobin Tyler, Safe and Secure: Enforcing the Right of Low-Income Tenants to Lead-Safe Housing (June 2002) (excerpts). 

CASE #2 DUE BY 5:00 PM ON TWEN.

For this assignment, you will need to apply provisions of the Rhode Island Landlord-Tenant Act (access at http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/statutes/title34/34-18/index.htm) and the Rhode Island Housing Maintenance and Occupancy Code (access at http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/statutes/TITLE45/45-24.3/INDEX.HTM) Both links are on TWEN.
October 20: Protecting Victims or Destroying Families: Mandatory Reporting and Domestic Violence 

JOINT CLASS WITH BROWN MEDICAL SCHOOL, AT BROWN, ROOM TBA
 Fellmeth, CHILD RIGHTS AND REMEDIES: HOW THE U.S. LEGAL SYSTEM AFFECTS CHILDREN (2002) (Chapter 8).
Kalichman, MANDATORY REPORTING OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE: ETHICS, LAW AND POLICY (1993) (Chapter 1).
Holden, Children Exposed to Domestic Violence and Child Abuse: Terminology and Taxonomy, 6 Clin. Child Family Psych. Rev. 151 (2003).

Christian, Children’s Exposure to Domestic Violence: Is it Child Abuse? 27 NCSL ST. LEGIS. REP. (2002).

October 27: HIV/AIDS: A Health and Human Rights Approach
El-Sadh, et al, AIDS in America: Forgotten but Not Gone, 362 NE J MED. 11 (March 18, 2010). 

King & Wheeler, MEDICAL MANAGEMENT OF VULNERABLE AND UNDERSERVED PATIENTS (2007) (Chapter 38). 
Killelea, Collaborative Lawyering Meets Collaborative Doctoring: How a Multidisciplinary Partnership for HIV/AIDS Services Can Improve Outcomes for the Marginalized Sick, 16 GEO. J. ON POVERTY L. & POL'Y 413 (2009).

Guests: Josiah Rich, MD, Professor of Medicine and Community Health, Brown Medical School and Alison Brock, Brown Medical School, Class of 2013
November 3: Training for Utility Clinic
JOINT CLASS WITH BROWN MEDICAL SCHOOL AT RWU, BAY VIEW ROOM
Fuel for Our Future: Impacts of Energy Insecurity on Children’s Health, Nutrition and Learning, C-SNAP (2007). 
Cook, et al, A Brief Indicator of Household Energy Security: Associations with Food Security, Child Health, and Child Development in US Infants and Toddlers, 122 PEDIATRICS 867 (2008).

Medical-Legal Partnership Boston, Utility Access and Health: A Medical-Legal Partnership Patients to Policy Case Study (June 2010).
November 10: Utility Clinic 

JOINT WITH BROWN MEDICAL SCHOOL AT HASBRO CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Review - Rhode Island Poverty Institute, The Guide to Government Assistance Programs (2009).
Review - State of Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission, Rules and Regulations Governing the Termination of Residential Electric, Gas and Water Utility Service (2008).

November 17:  Childhood Obesity: Lawyers and Public Health

Parmet, POPULATIONS, PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE LAW (2009), 28-35.

Schwartz & Browne, Actions Necessary To Prevent Childhood Obesity: Creating The Climate For Change, 35 J.L. MED. & ETHICS 78

Alderman, et al, Application Of Law To The Childhood Obesity Epidemic, 35 J.L. MED. & ETHICS 90.

FINAL CASE DUE TO TWEN BY 5:00 TO TWEN.
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